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Tuesday, December 8, 2020

News for Faculty and Instructors: Penn State and COVID-19

This twice-weekly email is designed to provide faculty and instructors with Penn State’s pandemic-related news and updates during the Fall 2020 semester. Watch for these emails on Tuesdays and Fridays, with additional “special editions” delivered periodically. Previous faculty news digests are archived here. For current Fall 2020 faculty guidance, resources, FAQ documents, and more visit the “Back to State Info for Faculty” webpage. 

FEATURED NEWS

University-wide Faculty Coffee Break 
Friday, December 18, 12:15-1:30 p.m.

The toughest semester ever is coming to an end. Let’s get together for a much-deserved break! The Penn State Faculty Advisory Group invites all Penn State Faculty to relax, debrief and most importantly, connect! Grab a cup of coffee or a mug of hot cocoa and feel free to share your pandemic teaching experiences at this low-key discussion. After we get together as a group, we will have the opportunity to divide into smaller groups to meet, discuss and exchange ideas with faculty from across the university, focusing on things that worked this semester, no matter how big or small (around topics like building community, tools discovered, student engagement, assessment, new ideas for spring, things I would do differently). We would love for you to join us…and bring along a colleague! Zoom Link: https://psu.zoom.us/j/98221490005

LATEST NEWS OF IMPORTANCE TO FACULTY 

· Penn State's COVID-19 dashboard has been updated today with results of on-demand and random testing.

· Starting on December 9, Penn State will extend its hours for walk-up coronavirus testing at the University Park campus from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays through January 18. 

WEBINARS 

· Penn State IT Learning Development is offering two Top Hat training sessions for instructors on Building Engagement Opportunities into Your Course. Register now for one of these sessions:
· Thursday, December 17, 10:15 a.m.-noon
· Tuesday, January 12, 10:45 a.m.-12:30 p.m.



KEY REMINDERS FOR FACULTY 

· At the final meeting of the Penn State Faculty Senate of the fall 2020 semester on December 1, the Senate engaged in virtual discussion on the University’s virus mitigation strategies and goals for the spring semester, among other topics.

· Penn State’s computer labs are available for use during the fall 2020 remote teaching and learning period. More information is available here. 

· University offices and operations, except for essential services and operations, will close at the end of business on Wednesday, December 23, and will resume at normal starting times on Monday, January 4, 2021.

· The Penn State Law Veterans Clinic increased its assistance to veterans during the pandemic, doubling its workload and handling over 19 complex matters for veterans. 

· Student Affairs is now hiring student employees for the Public Health Ambassador program for the spring semester. The program is designed to help students at University Park with guidance on healthy behaviors and social norms related to COVID-19. 

· Penn State Go now supports a new feature that allows users to opt-in to receive essential messages and updates relative to one’s location on Penn State campuses. 

· Penn State University Libraries is adjusting in-person service hours at most of its locations University-wide through the end of the fall semester. Virtual services, resources and assistance from subject-expert librarians remain available to assist all library users through several options. 

· The Spring 2021 Tech TA Request Form opened on Wednesday, December 2. Tech TAs serve as Zoom gurus during the synchronous portion of an online class. Instructors can request Tech TA support for the Spring 2021 semester by visiting the Tech Tutors website and clicking the “Request Tech TA” button. 

· With Penn State’s courses transitioning to remote delivery and students living on campuses departing their residences by Nov. 20, the University is reminding its community of available resources and guidance — including testing — for the remainder of the fall semester and calendar year. These include testing, remote learning and teaching resources, health and wellness services, and campus facilities and services.

· There are a variety of academic, technology, housing, and other resources available to help students prepare for the shift to remote learning, as well as virtual wellness, exercise, and mental health resources that will be available for all students during the remote learning period and beyond. 

· A resource has been developed for instructors who are teaching asynchronously, such as World Campus or COVID-Web courses, to incorporate Wellness Days into these modes for Spring 2021. The resource provides practical ideas for addressing wellness with students.

· Students who are studying outside of the U.S. may encounter problems obtaining instructional materials such as textbooks, lab kits, and technology necessary to be successful in their courses. A cross-university team has developed a set of solutions for instructors to help ensure students have access to these materials in a timely manner.

· Faculty can still submit questions related to Penn State’s return to classrooms this fall. Questions may be submitted here.

FOR MORE INFORMATION

To obtain comprehensive, updated information at any time, please review:
 
· The University’s comprehensive resources on its “Back to State” page and updated FAQs regarding on-campus work and learning this fall
· Penn State’s “Keep Teaching” and “Keep Learning” websites, including many Fall 2020 instruction-related FAQs.
· Penn State’s COVID-19 dashboard
· The online archive of video messages from Penn State leaders and experts 
· The Office of Human Resources COVID-19 information site and “Return to Work on Campus” resource site
· The “University Measures” webpage, which summarizes steps Penn State is taking in response to COVID-19
· The University’s health information page focused on personal safety practices for individuals at all campuses
· A robust, updated list of contacts and resources for the University community
· The Social Science Research Institute website featuring pandemic-related insights from University experts and other resources


